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Department Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, 9/9/20
2pm


Present: L. Arvai, M. Asante, S. Avni, S. Bandi-Rao, E. Barnes, J. Beaumont, J. Belknap, C. Comeau-Kirschner, J. Delfino, M. Dunphy, J. Emanuel, K. Figueroa, H. Finn, P. Flink, S. Gokcora, M. Hoffman, C. Jacknick, J. Johnson, K. Johnson, B. Kelley, N. Kernis, W. Koch, T. Leonard, L. Lester, K. Levinson, M. Marcus, M. Matarese, S. McConnell, J. Michel, G. Morvay, T. Protopopescu, T. Rajkumar, E. Robb, E. Sarajlic, D. Singh, N. Smith, L. Somerville, R. Torres, T. Voorhees, Y. Wei, C. Wiseman, A. Yancey

Absent: E. Koniski (on leave), M. Sepp (on leave), O. Vorobel (on leave)


1. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson K. Levinson at 2pm.

2. Minutes of 05/06/20 were approved.

3. Chair’s Report and Announcements
a. Enrollment data: Down BMCC-wide. Within our department: comparing fall 2019 to 2020, we see a drastic reduction especially with ACR and ESL. Some of the drop is made up in the co-req. Some of this is the result of the new index, some the pandemic, and some new placement procedures. More discussion is needed with CUNY Central to find out what’s going on.
b. Course caps updates: These were increased over the summer, and caps are not going to continue to be held low for WI, online, and remedial (traditionally held to 25). There will be a push to keep moving up. BMCC had lower course raises than other campuses. This may come up in Academic Senate.
c. Online training remuneration: No word on this yet.

4. Pilot class: K. Levinson made a motion to approve LIN 150.6 as a pilot course. C. Jacknick seconded. The motion was approved unanimously.

5. Committee sign up: We may need to rethink this. The issue of voting within ESL/ACR components for those who don’t teach the subjects was discussed. Lab committees may not be able to function in this virtual environment – we will need to get info from J. Johnson and J. Belknap about what they need. We will keep our committee structure from last year for now.

6. Reminder to submit VOE by deadline. 

7. PSC: J. Delfino reported that the union is working on the course cap issue.

8. No Academic Senate updates, meeting is 9/23, open to all.

9. New Business
a. Sunshine Fund – K. Levinson will check with M. Sepp’s brother to see if we can send her something.

Meeting adjourned at 3:01pm.

Respectfully submitted,
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Christine Jacknick
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