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	Course Information
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	Critical Thinking Co-Requisite for Reading Proficiency (CRT 100.5)

	Section: 
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	Semester:     SPRING 2021
	Email: 

	Credits:        3
	Phone: 

	Class Hours:     6 (LIST DAYS/TIMES)
	Office: 

	Laboratory Hours: 0 Hours Required
	Office Hours: 

	Pathways: Individual and Society; Liberal Arts Elective; Elective in LIN Program



Course Description
This course combines Critical Thinking (CRT 100) with Academic and Critical Reading. Critical Thinking is designed to develop the mind and help sharpen students’ ability to think clearly, logically, thoroughly, critically, and effectively. Through substantive readings, structured writing assignments and ongoing discussions, students will learn to use analytical skills in reading, writing, oral presentations, researching, and listening. Students will examine concrete examples from their own experience and readings and contemporary issues in the media to learn how to analyze issues, solve problems, and make informed decisions in their academic, professional, and personal lives. While studying Critical Thinking, students will also study advanced level reading to master and apply a full range of college-level reading and academic skills, including critical comprehension, vocabulary, writing, flexible rates of reading, and study strategies. Students will receive an earned grade in CRT 100.5 which is equivalent to a grade earned in CRT 100. 

This is an accelerated course that combines credit-bearing and developmental content. Passing CRT 100.5 meets the reading proficiency milestone requirement; students who pass CRT 100.5 are exempt from further developmental reading courses. CRT 100.5 may not be taken by students who have passed CRT 100 or ACR 95 or are exempt from Reading.

Mode of Instruction 
[This section is new and should be edited by each faculty member to describe the delivery of your course. Choose ONE that describes your course.] 
 
ALL SYNCHRONOUS
All live sessions REQUIRED or SUGGESTED. [PLEASE CHOOSE WHICH OPTION MEETS YOUR COURSE REQUIREMENTS, AND IF ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED, YOU MUST LIST ALL DATES/ TIMES HERE.] (A) Students who do not attend sessions receive no points for participation or assignments completed during the session, OR (B) Students may watch sessions online asynchronously. [PLEASE CHOOSE WHICH OPTION BEST REFLECTS YOUR COURSE REQUIREMENTS]
 
SYNCHRONOUS AND ASYNCHRONOUS
Only some sessions are live. [IF STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO MEET CERTAIN DATES/TIMES, LIST THEM HERE.] Students must meet live [IF STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO MEET CERTAIN DATES/TIMES, LIST THEM HERE], and complete some or all assignments ASYNCHRONOUSLY. The live sessions are REQUIRED OR SUGGESTED  [PLEASE CHOOSE WHICH OPTION MEETS YOUR COURSE REQUIREMENTS] and will be posted for future viewing.
 
ASYNCHRONOUS ONLY
There are no live sessions. All course content will be completed ASYNCHRONOUSLY and there will not be any live sessions. All content, assignments, instruction, feedback, lectures, and exams will be posted online and completed on students' own schedule.

Prerequisites/Corequisites: Prerequisites/Co-requisites: Students register for CRT 100.5 as a result of their performance on a CUNY-wide placement test, a Placement Index Score between 55-57, or promotion from ACR 94.

Basic Skills: ACR 94, ESL 54/49, Placement Index Score of 55-57


	CRT 100 Student Learning Outcomes
	Measurements

	Demonstrate ability to think clearly, logically, thoroughly, critically, and effectively.
	· Short informal writing assignments
· Formal essay graded with rubric
· Group discussion
· Final exam or project

	Use analytical skills in reading, writing, oral presentations, researching, and listening.
	· Oral presentations graded with rubric
· Final exam or project
· Class debates/discussion graded with rubric
· Formal written projects (essays, min-research projects) graded with rubric

	Demonstrate ability to solve problems and make mindful decisions in academic, personal, and professional situations
	· Analysis of case studies graded with rubrics
· Journal entries/written work focusing on problem-solving

	Analyze arguments critically and present a coherent, persuasive argument in writing and in oral presentations (as individuals and in groups).
	· Case studies
· Quizzes
· Final exam

	Recognize the credibility, appropriateness, and reliability of sources and biases, e.g., stereotypes and fallacies in thinking.
	· Critical analysis of media, graded per guidelines outlined in the assignment


	Read, summarize, and evaluate a variety of texts and media
	· Critical analysis of media, graded per guidelines outlined in assignment



Student Learning Outcomes for Reading Proficiency
	Students will be able to:
	Measurements

	Effectively apply academic literacy strategies related to: (see note)

	· Analytically reading various text structures (e.g., genres, modes of discourse, rhetorical structures, transcripts, visual representations of information)
	Reading journals or guides; annotations; reflections; student papers

	· Composing cohesive and effective texts in various structures
	Drafts and final copies of student papers

	· Accurately summarizing concepts, with particular emphasis on synthesizing information from multiple perspectives
	Summaries; annotated bibliographies; comparative essays; research papers

	· Accurately presenting (and, as applicable, citing) evidence to advance analyses, arguments, or judgments
	Student papers; debates; oral arguments; critical analyses; annotated bibliographies

	· Critically analyzing language and its effect on message reception (e.g., analyzing biased language, rhetorical devices, or perpetuated discourse)
	Thought journals; class discussions; quizzes or other formal measurements; reflective essays

	· Applying knowledge of the demands and conventions of academic language to complete literacy-based tasks
	Student papers; reading journals or guides; thought journals; annotated bibliographies


Note: Please read each bulleted outcome as if led by this sentence starter.

	General Education Learning Outcomes
	Measurements

	Communication skills- Students will be able to write, read, listen and speak critically and effectively.
	· Argumentative and reflective writing and speech
· Departmental standardized tests
· Instructor generated assignments
· Textbook exercises

	Values- Students will be able to make informed choices based on an understanding of personal values, human diversity, multicultural awareness and social responsibility.
	· Reading and analysis of critical thinking theory based on classical schools of thought




Required Text & Readings  
[To be completed by instructor.]

Other Resources
In Spring 2021, the Reading Lab is offering online tutoring through Upswing.  For more information, please visit https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/academics/departments/academic-literacy/reading-lab/.  

[Instructor: Add reference to other resources for your course, if any]

Use of Technology (if applicable)
[Instructor: Describe the use(s) of technology (e.g., Blackboard) in your course, if any]

	Grading/Evaluation Criteria
	Percentage

	[To be completed by instructor. INSTRUCTOR MUST COMPLETE A GENERAL OUTLINE OF WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE GRADE. Please note that we are changing the grading structure of this course; please carefully review these guidelines: https://acrgradescale.wordpress.com/5-guidelines/ For your convenience, below are two excerpts that relate to grades, specifically:
Assessments that carry grade weight must demonstrate acquisition of content; reading, as a separate grade, cannot be a factor in students’ course grades; 
· However, as .5 courses are reading supportive courses designed for developmental reading students, meaningful grading of reading, as it authentically relates to students’ successful acquisition of content, should be integrated into assignments that count for course grades (e.g., including graphic organizers as part of in-class participation grade; reading guides as part of homework grade)
The syllabus for .5 courses must clearly indicate how faculty members are integrating reading into curriculum, instruction, and assessment of student learning. Faculty members will provide sample assignments that demonstrate integration of reading/literacy into the respective content area with samples of student work (low, medium, high).

Below are samples of assessments that can be used to integrate reading comprehension/critical reading into the content of critical thinking. Please remove any extraneous language not pertinent to your instruction and assessment.]
	

	Reading Journals with Critique of Arguments
Students will complete guided reading journals for five arguments provided by the professor. Students will demonstrate comprehension by identifying key information in the text and/or analyzing/critiquing arguments.
	15%

	Viewing/Listening Guides
Students will complete guided journals for podcasts or videos. As with reading guides, students will demonstrate comprehension by identifying key information and/or analyzing/critiquing arguments.
	10%

	Reading Journals and Other Homework
Students will complete journals of chapters assigned by professor.
	15%

	Pro/Con Summaries
Using the library database, Opposing Viewpoints, students will be assigned a controversial topic and find a pro and con article (with approval). They will summarize the key points of each article and identify the differences in opinion.
	15%

	Analysis of Relationship between Visuals/Data and Argument
Students will analyze one argumentative essay and consider how the author uses visuals and/or data to advance or support his/her/their argument.
	10%

	Comparative Reading Assignment
Students will read two pieces on the same topic (it can be two pieces from the same essay or piece) and explain whether and how they support each other, counter each other, etc. 
	5%

	Reading, Viewing, Listening Guide
Students will create their own guide of an argument they create to support another individual’s comprehension.
	5%

	Annotated Bibliography
Students will complete annotations (summaries and critiques) of five articles about a topic in which they are personally interested.
	20%

	Quizzes and Examinations:
Students will complete quizzes and examinations that integrate reading comprehension and critical reading into the content area being assessed.
	20%

	Multimedia Assignment
Students will create a multimodal assignment (e.g., video essay) that meaningfully integrates readings. For example, students might complete a project through which they research their own topic and then present that research digitally.
	10%

	Critical Literacy Assignment
Students will analyze three arguments about the same topic and analyze how the topic is presented. Students will analyze the language used by the authors to represent the topic or supporters/dissenters of various opinions about the topic. Students can examine things like how race, gender, sexuality, religion, ethnicity, class are represented.
	15%



Students who do not pass this course do NOT receive credit and do NOT reach the Reading Proficiency Milestone. These students can retake this class (CRT 100.5) OR can take ACR 95 (or another co-requisite) to meet Reading Proficiency (this second option does not change the grade for CRT). Students who stop attending the course at any point in the semester, including not taking the final examination, earn a grade of WU (equivalent to an F).

As a reminder, the college no longer has a set attendance policy. Please identify your criteria for class participation and its impact on students’ grading. For instance, if attendance is a factor in your grade, you must indicate how attendance impacts grades (e.g., number of absences or hours permitted before it impacts grade; penalty for exceeding days/hours absent; if there are reductions in letter grades; etc.)

Example of attendance policy: Students are permitted to miss up to seven (7) hours of class time before it affects their grade. Once students have reached twelve (15) hours of class time absent, they will receive a failing grade for the course.

Outline of Topics: 
[INSTRUCTOR MUST COMPLETE]

Class Participation: 
Participation in the academic activity of each course is a significant component of the learning process and plays a major role in determining overall student academic achievement. Academic activities may include, but are not limited to, attending class, submitting assignments, engaging in in-class or online activities, taking exams, and/or participating in group work. Each instructor has the right to establish their own class participation policy, and it is each student’s responsibility to be familiar with and follow the participation policies for each course. 

__________

BMCC is committed to the health and well‐being of all students. It is common for everyone to seek assistance at some point in their life, and there are free and confidential services on campus that can help. 
Advocacy and Resource Center (formerly Single Stop) https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/student-affairs/arc/, room S230, 212‐220‐8195, arc@bmcc.cuny.edu. If you are having problems with food or housing insecurity, finances, health insurance or anything else that might get in the way of your studies at BMCC, come by the ARC for advice and assistance. Assistance is also available through the Office of Student Affairs, S350, 212‐220‐8130, studentaffairs@bmcc.cuny.edu.

Counseling Center www.bmcc.cuny.edu/counseling, room S343, 212‐220‐8140, counselingcenter@bmcc.cuny.edu. Counselors assist students in addressing psychological and adjustment issues (i.e., depression, anxiety, and relationships) and can help with stress, time management and more. Counselors are available for walk‐in visits. 
Office of Compliance and Diversity www.bmcc cuny.edu/aac, room S701, 212-220-1236. BMCC is committed to promoting a diverse and inclusive learning environment free of unlawful discrimination/harassment, including sexual harassment, where all students are treated fairly. For information about BMCC's policies and resources, or to request additional assistance in this area, please visit or call the office, or email olevy@bmcc.cuny.edu, or twade@bmcc.cuny.edu. If you need immediate assistance, please contact BMCC Public safety at 212-220-8080. 
Office of Accessibility www.bmcc.cuny.edu/accessibility, room N360 (accessible entrance: 77 Harrison Street), 212-220-8180, accessibility@bmcc.cuny.edu. This office collaborates with students who have documented disabilities, to coordinate support services, reasonable accommodations, and programs that enable equal access to education and college life. To request an accommodation due to a documented disability, please visit or call the office.
BMCC Policy Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s ideas, words or artistic, scientific, or technical work as one’s own creation. Using the idea or work of another is permissible only when the original author is identified. Paraphrasing and summarizing, as well as direct quotations, require citations to the original source. Plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional. Lack of dishonest intent does not necessarily absolve a student of responsibility for plagiarism. Students who are unsure how and when to provide documentation are advised to consult with their instructors. The library has guides designed to help students to appropriately identify a cited work. The full policy can be found on BMCC’s Web site, www.bmcc.cuny.edu. For further information on integrity and behavior, please consult the college bulletin (also available online).

