[bookmark: _GoBack]CUNY Common Core 
Course Submission Form 
Instructions: All courses submitted for the Common Core must be liberal arts courses. Courses may be submitted for only one area of the Common Core. All courses must be 3 credits/3 hours unless the college is seeking a waiver for a 4-credit Math or Science course (after having secured approval for sufficient 3-credit/3-hour Math and Science courses). All standard governance procedures for course approval remain in place. 
	College
	Borough of Manhattan Community College

	Course Prefix and Number 
	SOC 111

	Course Title
	UNDERSTANDING TECHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY

	Department(s)
	Social Sciences, Human Services and Criminal Justice

	Discipline
	Sociology

	Subject Area
	Flexible Core: **Individual and Society**

	Credits
	3.0

	Contact Hours
	3.0

	Pre-requisites (if none, enter N/A)
	N/A

	Co-requisites (if none, enter N/A
	N/A

	Catalogue Description

	This is a problem-centered and task-oriented course that integrates the humanities and the theories and practices of science and social sciences into the leading public issues of technological society. By emphasizing the close connections between science and technology, social institutions, and cultural values, students will learn how social institutions directly affect technological development and professional careers. The course also analyzes today's "global village," the changing relations between East and West and the Third World, and worldwide development and environmental issues.

	Special Features (e.g., linked courses)
	

	Sample Syllabus 
	Syllabus must be included with submission, 5 pages max




	

Indicate the status of this course being nominated:

[bookmark: Check1]|X|  current course   |_| revision of current course   |_| a new course being proposed


	
CUNY COMMON CORE Location  

Please check below the area of the Common Core for which the course is being submitted. (Select only one.)


	
    Required
|_| English Composition
|_| Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning
|_| Life and Physical Sciences
	
    Flexible
|_| World Cultures and Global Issues         |X| Individual and Society
|_| US Experience in its Diversity               |_| Scientific World
|_| Creative Expression

	
Learning Outcomes

In the left column explain the assignments and course attributes that will address the learning outcomes in the right column.


	
I. Required Core (12 credits)


	
II. Flexible Core (18 credits) 
Six three-credit liberal arts and sciences courses, with at least one course from each of the following five areas and no more than two courses in any discipline or interdisciplinary field.






	
D. Individual and Society

A Flexible Core course must meet the three learning outcomes in the right column.


	Students will gather information about the relationship between science, technology and society through various modes of observation, either in person (as in observation of social interactions in real time), virtually (e.g. viewing media or digital content) or through secondary sources (reading sociological case studies or other forms of analysis). Through written assignments, class discussion, blogs, journals, or other forms of oral or written communication, they will interpret what they read and see, and assess the validity of the information gathered by looking reflexively at factors shaping their own perspective, as well as looking at how various sources of information are shaped by the circumstances through which the information was gathered, and the position of the information gatherer within our social world. Through reading and discussion of sociological writings, students will be exposed to a wide variety of concepts, points of view, and sources of data in the study of science and technology in society and its impact on individuals and social institutions. 
For example, for the Semester Project, students are asked to develop a proposal for a sociological study relating to the technology and society.  Students develop research questions using concepts and theories from course readings and lectures, then conduct a literature review of related research, choose the best method, i.e. surveys, content analysis to answer those questions and with the professor’s feedback, construct the research instrument or observation plan, for the proposed study. Students demonstrate their achievement of this learning outcome through their written literature reviews and application of theories and concepts in developing research questions and methods. 
	· Gather, interpret, and assess information from a variety of sources and points of view. 

	Students will apply sociological concepts and theories in the study of science and technology and their impact on everyday life in order to evaluate what they see and arguments about the social forces and structures that shape our world. Students will learn to employ a sociological perspective to analyze and critique current events, personal experience, and social phenomena related to science and technology. They will learn to detect effects of social forces and structured interaction in order to evaluate evidence and arguments and how they are shaped by social forces. Through written or oral texts, students will analyze and critique arguments about the ways in which science and technology shape and are shaped by the social world made by social theorists or sociological researchers. They will assess the validity of these arguments through writing about them or discussing them, using a variety of approaches such as reflection papers,  comparing and contrasting competing points of view, applying the argument to real world circumstances, structural analysis (for example, in terms of social media, they could analyze the use and impact of social media on individuals), critical race, gender or cultural theory, historical comparison, survey of contemporary discussions of the argument, or cultural outputs supporting or denigrating the argument, among others. 
For example, in the weekly Reading Journals, responding to structured writing prompts, students will engage in active reading of assigned texts and then summarize and critically analyze the assigned readings. In addition, they are asked to generate comments and questions (to be shared in class discussions) that further demonstrate their ability to evaluate information and assess arguments. 

	· Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or analytically. 

	Students will employ sociology as a form of critical thinking and analysis by speaking or writing about social patterns, cultural ideas and other social phenomena around science and technology which they have read about and/or observed. They will produce written or oral arguments in which they take a point of view on the ideas and information learned from the class, employing their newly acquired sociological perspective to explain and support that point of view using evidence learned about in class or gathered for the assignment. Arguments and evidence will be presented using a variety of genres including essays, journals, class presentations, simulations, blogs, descriptions, letters, and reports. 
For example, in the Reading Response/Position Essay, students are assigned a choice from a selection of readings which include current research on social issues and problems related to technology and society. They will identify the thesis, theoretical position and evidence provided in the reading and present a response that includes a position based on their critical analysis of the work, for example, a student may choose an excerpt of Noble’s Algorithms of Oppression and take a position on this study of race and gender dynamics in search engine algorithms after assessing the researcher’s arguments and evidence. 
	· Produce well-reasoned written or oral arguments using evidence to support conclusions. 


	
A course in this area (II.D) must meet at least three of the additional learning outcomes in the right column. A student will:


	Sociological study introduces students to the tension between individual agency and social structure in a manner that is new to many of them. In this course, students will be examining those tensions through the study of science, technology and society, including an emphasis on the ways in which technological and scientific developments shape the individual.  It also exposes them to the power of evidence, rather than opinion, for understanding the social world. Students will be able to explain in written assignments or exams the main sociological theories and concepts after reading about them and reading works that apply them, in order to explain social phenomena. They will read about and learn how these concepts and methods are used in sociological analysis through discussing the readings which treat, variously, sociological studies, theories and analysis of the individual’s place in the social world and the impact of science and technology on their lives. Through reading and thinking about the methods, theories and concepts of the discipline, students will be able to employ a sociological perspective to analyze the position of the individual in the social world, and the social forces that shape individuals, through both micro and macro levels of analysis. 
For example, for the Semester Project, students are asked to develop a proposal for a sociological study relating to the technology and society.  Students develop research questions using concepts and theories from course readings and lectures, then conduct a literature review of related research, choose the best method, i.e. surveys, content analysis to answer those questions and with the professor’s feedback, construct the research instrument or observation plan, for the proposed study. Students demonstrate this learning outcome in their development of research questions and the choice of methodology for their proposed research project. 
	· Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and methods of a discipline or interdisciplinary field exploring the relationship between the individual and society, including, but not limited to, anthropology, communications, cultural studies, history, journalism, philosophy, political science, psychology, public affairs, religion, and sociology. 

	Students will use sociological thinking about science and technology and their impact on institutions to critically analyze their own place in the social world, and explore how social structures and technological contexts affect their perceptions, values, choices, and life chances. They will also learn to use sociological thinking to employ their ‘verstehen,’ that is, their ability to see the world from another’s point of view, to expand their horizons to understand choices, values, and experiences different from their own. Through studying the social aspects of science and technology students will uncover the differential impacts of both across diverse societies. These will be assessed in written assignments and exams.
For example, in the writing assignment, the Technological Autobiography, students analyze their personal experiences with technology, applying the sociological theories and concepts related to the impact on science and technology and individuals. By using their own narratives as data, students demonstrate their understanding of the ways in which an individual’s social location and their access and relationship to technology shape their experiences.
	· Examine how an individual's place in society affects experiences, values, or choices. 

	
	· Articulate and assess ethical views and their underlying premises.

	
	· Articulate ethical uses of data and other information resources to respond to problems and questions. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk63422872]By applying sociological concepts and theories to the study of science, technology and society, students will be able to point out, discuss, or analyze in written assignments or exams social trends which might include rapid social changes brought by technological change and the social impacts of scientific developments. Science and technology will also serve as a lens for examining growing inequality, corporatization, consumerism, exploitation and stereotypes, among others. 
For example, the essay exam, requires students to respond to structured essay questions that ask them to identify the impact of technological change, e.g. using examples, using examples identify and explain the ways in which new communications technology has facilitated the spread of political and social movements and ideologies nationally and globally and its impact on individual’s political participation. 
	· Identify and engage with local, national, or global trends or ideologies, and analyze their impact on individual or collective decision-making. 















SAMPLE SYLLABUS
BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
City University of New York
Department of Social Sciences, Human Services and Criminal Justice

Understanding Technological Society
SOC 111

Instructor Name: ___________________________________________

Phone/Office//Office Hours/Email

Credits: 3	Hours: 3
Basic Skills/Prerequisite(s): Writing Proficiency Index: 55 and above

Course Description:
This is a problem-centered and task-oriented course that integrates the humanities and the theories and practices of science and social sciences into the leading public issues of technological society. By emphasizing the close connections between science and technology, social institutions, and cultural values, students will learn how social institutions directly affect technological development and professional careers. The course also analyzes today's "global village," the changing relations between East and West and the Third World, and worldwide development and environmental issues.
Required Text:
There is no single textbook for this course. Required course readings will be made available on Blackboard which you must download and read in advance. 
Use of Technology: Blackboard

	Course Student Learning Outcomes (Students will be able to…)
	Measurements (means of assessment for student learning outcomes listed in first column)

	1. Respond to the main Science and Technology Studies theories and concepts presented in class. 
	1. Reading Journals, Reading Response/Position Paper, Essay Exam, Semester/Research Project

	2. Apply sociological concepts and theories to the role of technology in society and in everyday life 
	2. Reading Journals, Essay Exams, Technological Autobiography Paper

	3. Apply critical and analytical thinking to science and technology
	3. Reading Response/Position Paper, Semester/Research Project

	4. Demonstrate knowledge of public issues around technology
	4. Reading Journals, Essay Exam, Semester/Research Project



	
	General Education Learning Outcomes
	Measurements (means of assessment for general education goals listed in first column)

	
X
	Communication Skills- Students will be able to write, read, listen and speak critically and effectively.
	Class participation, Reading Journals, Reading Response/Position Paper, Semester Project and associated class presentation

	
X
	Social and Behavioral Sciences- Students will be able to apply the concepts and methods of the social sciences.
	Essay Exam, Reading Journals, Reading Response/Position Paper, Semester Project

	X
	Values- Students will be able to make informed choices based on an understanding of personal values, human diversity, multicultural awareness and social responsibility.
	Class participation, Reading Journals



	Pathways Flexible Core- Individual and Society- 
Student Learning Outcomes
	Measurements (means of assessment for learning outcomes)

	Gather, interpret, and assess information from a variety of sources and points of view.
	Semester Project, students will develop a proposal for a sociological study relating to the technology and society.  Students demonstrate their achievement of this learning outcome through their written literature reviews and application of theories and concepts in developing research questions and methods.

	Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or analytically.
	Reading Response/Position Essay- students will assess and analyze current research on social issues and problems related to technology and society. They will identify the thesis, theoretical position and evidence provided in the reading and present a response that includes a position based on their critical analysis of the work.

	Produce well-reasoned written or oral arguments using evidence to support conclusions.
	Reading Journals, responding to structured writing prompts, students will engage in active reading of assigned texts and then summarize and critically analyze the assigned readings. In addition, they will assess and present a position for class discussions, using evidence from readings. 

	Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and methods of a discipline or interdisciplinary field exploring the relationship between the individual and society, including, but not limited to, anthropology, communications, cultural studies, history, journalism, philosophy, political science, psychology, public affairs, religion, and sociology.
	Semester Project, students will develop a proposal for a sociological study relating to the technology and society.  Students develop research questions using concepts and theories from course readings and lectures, then conduct a literature review of related research, choose the best method, i.e. surveys, content analysis to answer those questions and with the professor’s feedback, construct the research instrument or observation plan, for the proposed study.

	Examine how an individual's place in society affects experiences, values, or choices.
	Technological Autobiography- students analyze their personal experiences with technology, applying the sociological theories and concepts related to the impact on science and technology and individuals. By using their own narratives as data, students demonstrate their understanding of the ways in which an individual’s social location and their access and relationship to technology shape their experiences.

	Identify and engage with local, national, or global trends or ideologies, and analyze their impact on individual or collective decision-making.
	Essay Exam, requires students to respond to structured essay questions that ask them to identify the impact of technological change, e.g. using examples, identify and explain the ways in which new communications technology has facilitated the spread of political and social movements and ideologies nationally and globally and its impact on individual’s political participation.



Evaluation & Requirements of Students:
Students are expected to attend class regularly and to have read all assigned readings prior to the class in which the material is to be covered.  “Reading” assumes a careful critical reading of material --to help you achieve this, you fill Expect to do regular short writing activities to help you learn sociology, usually in class but sometimes to be completed at home.  
Students are also expected to complete reading journals based on their assigned readings for the class—these are due in class at the beginning of every class session.  During the course of the semester, students will engage in regular in-class, informal writing, and group activities, making regular attendance and out of class preparation crucial to student success in this course.  
Basic Grading Scheme:
	Technology Autobiography
	SLO #2
Gen Ed SLOs #1-3
50 points (3-4 pages)

	Essay Exam (take home)
	SLO #1, SLO #2, SLO #4
Gen Ed SLOs #1-3
100 points

	Reading Response/Position Essay
	SLO #1, SLO #3, SLO #4
Gen Ed SLOs #1-2
75 points (3-4 pages)

	Semester Project 
	SLO #1, SLO #4
Gen Ed SLOs #1-2
100 points (7-8 pages)

	Reading Journals
	SLO # 1, SLO #2
Gen Ed SLOs #1-3
50 points

	Class Participation*
	25 points

	Total points possible
	400 points


*Excessive absences and tardiness will have an effect on participation grade.
Grading System—the number of points you earned will give you the following letter grades:
A 	372-400		C+	308-318		D-	240-251
A-	360-371		C	292-317		F	239 and lower
B+	348-359		C-	280-291
B	332-347		D+	268-279
B-	319-331		D	252-267

Course Policies:
Reading and Reading Journals: Students are expected to do the reading in advance of the class in which the material is to be covered.  Every week, you will hand in a reading journal for that day’s readings. The Reading Journal guidelines and template are available on Blackboard. More information will be on Blackboard.
Office hours:  Students are encouraged to visit during office hours at least once during the semester to discuss their progress.  
Topics and Schedule:

Part I: Perspectives on Science and Technology

	Week 1
	Defining Science, Technology and Introduction to the Course

	Reading:
	(In class)
Volti, “The Nature of Technology”
Kuhn, Excerpts from The Structure of Scientific Revolutions


	Week 2
	Science, Technology and Connections Between Them

	Reading:
	Volti, “Scientific Knowledge and Technological Advance”
Volti “ The Relationship Between Science & Technology”
Kuhn, “The Structure of Scientific Revolutions” (chapters from Blackboard)

	
	Draft of Technology Autobiography due 9/11 (bring in hard copies for in class peer review.)




	Week 3
	Progress, Promise or Peril? Technology and Society

	Reading:
	Leo Marx, “Does Improved Technology Mean Progress?”
Volti, “Winners and Losers” (excerpt)




	Week 4
	Theoretical Perspectives on Science and Technology

	Readings:
	Sismondo, “The Social Construction of Scientific & Technical Realities”

Cressman, “A Brief Overview of Actor-Network Theory
Latour, “Technology is Society Made Durable”

	
	Reading Response Essays upload draft to Blackboard by 9/30.




	Week 5
	Science, Technology and Inequality

	Readings:
	Walton, “Technology Versus African Americans”

Noble, Sofiya Umoja, Chapter 1, Algorithms of Oppression: How Search Engines Reinforce Oppression


	
	Final version, Reading Response Essays due 10/9
Online midterm exam available on Blackboard (to be completed week of 10/16)




	Week 6
	Feminist Perspectives on Science and Technology

	Readings:
	Haraway, “Situated Knowledge: The Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial Perspective

Noble, “A Future for Intersectional Black Feminist Technology Studies”


	Note:
	Do In Class Activity #1 for your Semester Projects Paper 





Part II: Technology, Social Institutions and Techno-Social Life

	Week 7
	Communications, Media and Technological Change

	Reading:
	Volti, “Printing”
Croteau, David, “The Evolution of Media Technology”

	Note:
	Bring in Activity #2- Semester Projects Paper




	Week 8
	Self, Identity and Relationships in Techno-Social Life

	Readings:
	Chayko, “Techno-Socialization and the Self”
                “Friending, Dating and Relating”




	Week 9
	Technology and Its Impact on Social Institutions

	Readings:
	Chayko, “The Techno-Social Institutions”
Shirky, “The Political Power of Social Media”

	Note:
	Group activity/individual consultations for Semester Projects, working on drafts




	Week 10
	Technology and Work: Problems and Prospects

	Readings:
	Volti, “Technological Change and Life on the Job




Part III: Contemporary Debates and Public Issues

	Week 11
	New Technologies and Current Controversies- Part I

	Readings:
	Volti, Excerpts, “The Shaping and Control of Technology”





	Week 12
	New Technologies and Current Controversies- Part II

	Readings:
	Turkle, Sherry. “Always on/Always on You: The Tethered self” in Handbook of Mobile Communication Studies. (Ed. James E Katz)




	Week 13
	New Technologies and Current Controversies- Student selections

	Readings:
	Student generated reading material




	Week 14
	New Technologies and Current Controversies- Student selections

	Readings:
	Student generated reading material




	Week 15 & Final
	Final Projects/ Student Presentations

	 
	Students will present and submit final versions of their Semester Project Papers



ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSOCIATED RUBRICS
Rubric for Reading Journals
	Grading criteria
	Excellent
 
5 points
 
	Good
 
4 points
	Satisfactory
 
3 points
	Needs Improvement
2 points
	Does not meet expectations
1 point

	Reading Journal Entry
	Fully addresses the question(s), is in -depth, demonstrates understanding of course content, makes explicit reference to relevant theories, concepts, readings or media. The entry is in-depth, well-written and clear.
 
	Fully addresses the question(s), is somewhat in-depth, demonstrates some understanding of course content, may make surface or vague reference to relevant theories, concepts, readings or media. The entry is well-written.
	Mostly addresses the question(s), is somewhat in-depth, demonstrates a partial understand of the course content, may make vague reference to relevant theories, concepts, readings or media.  The entry shows effort in the writing but may have problems with clarity of expression.
	Partially addresses the question (s), is superficial in response, demonstrates little understanding of course content and may not make any reference to relevant theories, concepts, readings or media. The entry shows some effort but has problems with clarity of writing.
	Does not address the question (s), is superficial in response, demonstrates lack of understanding of course content and does not make reference to relevant theories, concepts, readings or media.  The entry covers the minimum in response to the prompt and has problems with clarity.


 
Technology Autobiography-Guidelines
[bookmark: prompt]Assignment
Write a technology autobiography that tells the story of the multiple roles that technology has played in your life.  This is essentially a narrative essay but you’re encouraged to incorporate insights about the ways that the larger social context shapes your experiences. 
[bookmark: discussion]Questions to Generate Ideas
As you plan the essay, you can jot down your thoughts about your life with technology. Here are some questions to help you discover what you have to say. In your essay, make sure you don't simply answer each question in succession without providing a thread or controlling idea in your narrative. Where applicable, use readings and/or class discussions to answer the questions.
1. Memory: What childhood experiences with technological devices or artifacts do you remember? What do you recall about your earliest use of technologies? Were they positive or negative experiences? What stories do your parents tell about your interactions with technology? What were the popular gadgets in your household when you were young? Did you have access to the technologies you wanted to use? Who made sure that everything worked? How often did the technologies fail? 
2. Literacy: Who is the most "technologically literate" person you know? What makes his or her relationship with technology unique? What behaviors or characteristics do they exhibit? What have you learned about your own uses of technology from him or her? 
3. Social Consequences: Are there social consequences for your lifestyle that hinge on your technological literacy? What are they? How would your relationships with others be affected if you suddenly had no access to technology? 
4. The Future: What do you think will be required ten years from now to be technologically literate? What positive or negative trends in technological development do you see unfolding? How do you think they will affect you?
5. Learning: How do you learn new technologies? Among your friends, are you considered an "early adopter," a "late adopter," or somewhere between? 
6. [bookmark: audience]Access: What technologies do you carry with you? Which ones do you have where you do most of your writing? What new technologies do you want to own?  How will you use them? 
Important Dates
Draft Due- 
Final Version- 

Technology Autobiography Rubric
	Criteria/Points value
	Excellent

	Good
	Satisfactory
	Below Expectations

	Narrative

(20)
	Essay has a clear narrative with well-developed responses and sufficient detail to address essay prompts.

	Essay has a clear narrative and includes basic responses and sufficient detail to address essay prompts.
	Essay provides a rudimentary narrative and the responses lack sufficient detail and do not fully answer essay prompts.
	Essay does not have a coherent narrative and lacks sufficient detail or does not address essay prompts. 

	Technological literacy

(5)
	Demonstrates an understanding of technological literacy in describing their own and expert experiences
(5)

	Demonstrates a basic understanding of technological literacy in describing their own and expert experiences.
	Demonstrates a vague or partial understanding of technological literacy in describing their own and expert experiences.
	Demonstrates a lack of understanding of technological literacy in describing their own experiences, may not have included expert experiences.

	Understanding of social aspects of technology

(5)
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of the social consequences and implications of technological literacy on individuals’ life outcomes. Uses references or examples to demonstrate their understanding.
	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the social consequences and implications of technological literacy on individuals’ life outcomes but without specific references or examples. 
	Demonstrates a partial understanding of the social consequences and implications of technological literacy on individuals’ life outcomes, lacks references or examples. 
	Demonstrates an insufficient or vague or missing understanding or the social consequences and implications of technological literacy on individuals’ life outcomes, lacks references or examples.

	Impact of structural factors on individual experiences

(10)
	Makes explicit connections between individual experiences and structural factors affecting access and use of technology, citing class readings.

	Makes some connections between individual experiences and structural factors affecting access and use of technology, citing class readings.

	Makes some connections between individual experiences and structural factors affecting access and use of technology, but lacks citations and/or sufficient evidence.

	Makes vague reference to structural factors on individual experiences but does not demonstrate an understanding of or give examples of structural factors, lacks citations or evidence.

	Organization and technical aspects

(5)
	Essay is well-organized with minimal number of grammatical errors and typos.
	Essay has some organization but may have issues with continuity and may contain some errors.
	Essay has a basic structure of paragraphs but organization lacks coherence and may contain higher than average number of errors.
	Essay is not organized in a coherent or structured way and interferes with content and contains higher than average number of errors

	Draft submitted?
(5)
	
	
	
	

	Total points earned/grade: 

	
	
	
	



Comments: 
Reading Response/Position Paper
On Contemporary Research in Science/Technology Studies

The goal of this assignment is to demonstrate that you have read, understood and are able to apply scholarship to contemporary social life. Choice of readings are in the Blackboard folder attached to this paper assignment, e.g. Safiya Noble, Excerpt from Algorithms of Oppression (Approximately 750 words for final paper.)
Step 1: Close, Critical Reading
1. Read the article or reading one time all the way through

This is for you to get a general sense of what the article or excerpt is about and the main points it raises.  Try to set aside time to be able to read it in a distraction-free setting—if possible, a hard copy or on a device with a bigger screen than your phone. Stop reading only to look up terms you don’t understand.  If there is a section that is confusing, make a note or put questions in the margin but you don’t need to do detailed notes in this first reading.

2. Read the article a second time, this time taking notes and answering questions.

As you read the article a second time, answer these questions and write down your responses:

· What is the topic the author is writing about?  Is there and if so, what is the thesis or central claim made by the author?

· What are the previous research findings that they build on or want to develop further?

· What evidence is provided? This could be data, research findings or other ways the author is backing up what they are saying.

· What are the main findings and conclusions the author is making? 


3. Read the article a third time if you need and continue by answering these questions.

· What do you think is most important or effective in the author’s research claim or arguments?

· What are the potential limitations in what the author has presented?  Are there any questions unanswered and if so, what are they?

· What did you learn from reading this excerpt or article?

· In what ways did this article connect to other readings that were done in the class?


Type up the answers to these questions and submit them to Blackboard. 

Step Two: Develop Your Draft
Take the notes you used in Activity #1, and add to it as needed, with another review of the article.

Using that information, start your draft, using the guidelines for how to structure the essay. While the draft doesn’t need to be complete, you should try to organize the information from your notes into an essay format that addresses what is outlined below.  You can refine and revise your thesis and analysis

Step Three: Revise Your Essay and Submit
(Upload to Blackboard- Submit final version- Due date: _________)

How to Structure Your Essay: 
After the passage under analysis has been carefully studied, the critique can be drafted using this sample outline.
· I. Background information to help your readers understand the nature of the work
· A. Information about the work
· 1. Title
· 2. Author
· 3. Statement of topic and purpose
· B. Thesis statement indicating your main reaction to the work
· II. Summary or description of the work
· III. Interpretation and/or evaluation
· Use the analysis questions in the first assignment and the tips below
· Relate the content of the article to other readings in the class and/or other things you’ve learned in the class
Conclusion: Your overall assessment of the reading and its implications for other research or policy, “real life” etc. 

Works Cited:  make sure you provide references for the reading and any additional information you add.

Reading Response Paper Rubric

	Criteria/Points value
	Excellent

	Good
	Satisfactory
	Below Expectations

	Summary of article/excerpt

(25)

	Essay provides a detailed summary of the research article or excerpt, demonstrating an in-depth understanding of the author’s claims and contribution to the field of technology studies.

	Essay provides a summary of the research article or excerpt, demonstrating some understanding of the author’s claims and contribution to the field of technology studies
	Essay provides a rudimentary summary that does not address author’s main points, has a basic or incomplete understanding of the author’s claims and may not include the contribution to the field of technology studies
	Essay provides an incomplete summary that does not address the author’s main points and does not demonstrate understanding of the author’s claims or contributions to the field of technology studies. 

	Critical Analysis

(25)
	Essay includes a critical analysis, assessing the implications of the research and any claims or positions taken by the author.


	Essay includes an emerging or surface critical analysis of the implications of the research and the claims or positions taken by the author.
	Essay provides an incomplete or underdeveloped critical analysis of the implications of the research and the claims or positions taken by the author. 
	Essay lacks or demonstrates a rudimentary attempt at critical analysis but does not address the implications of the research and the claims or positions taken by the author. 

	Connections to the field

(10)
	Connects the contributions of the research article to larger theoretical issues and debates in the field of technology studies discussed in the course, citing sources.


	Connects the contributions of the research article to larger theoretical issues and debates in the field of technology studies discussed in the course, may be incomplete or lack relevant citations. 
	Makes some connections between the contributions of the research article to larger theoretical issues and debates in the field of technology studies discussed in the course but is incomplete and lacks citations. 
	Makes few to no connections between the contributions of the research article to larger theoretical issues and debates in the field of technology studies discussed in the course.  

	
Organization, technical aspects
(5)
	Essay is well-organized with minimal number of grammatical errors and typos.


	Essay has some organization but may have issues with continuity and may contain some errors.
	Essay has a basic structure of paragraphs but organization lacks coherence and may contain higher than average number of errors.
	Essay is not organized in a coherent or structured way and interferes with content and contains higher than average number of errors

	Reading Activity submitted
(5)

	
	
	
	

	Draft submitted
(5)

	
	
	
	

	Total points earned/grade: 
(75 points)

	
	
	
	



Comments: 
Semester/Research Project
Assignment: Students will spend the semester developing a proposal for an original research project exploring a topic of their choice and interest related to the study of science and technology and its social impacts.  We will work on this in stages, up through developing and pre-testing methods and concluding with ideas for implementation of the proposed project. In addition to exploring a research topic, this is a hands on lesson in employing the scientific methods in the social sciences.
Some topics students have explored in the past include college students’ use of social media, social media’s impact on the disability community, Wifi access in low income neighborhoods and technological inequality, and gender representations on Instagram
1. Idea generation/topic proposal- during the first few weeks of the semester, we will be reading a variety of sources and discussing topical issues related to society and technology.  Students will participate in an in class idea generating session and develop a 1-page description of their proposed research.

2. Literature Review- after taking a library skills sessions, students will develop a literature review using sources relevant to their research topic. Students will submit draft literature review for feedback.

3. Methodology- we will review potential methods and students will determine, during an in class group activity, what method best fits their research questions. They will then work on developing their research plan or instrument, which they will pre-test. Students will submit a draft “methods section” using guidelines presented in class.

4. Proposal Draft- beginning with a draft generation mini-workshop in class, students will develop a draft introduction/rationale, incorporate their revised literature reviews and methods section and work on concluding thoughts/next steps

5. Feedback, revision and final submission

Important Dates for Full Proposal:

Draft due:
Final version due: 

Semester/Research Project Rubric

	Category
	Excellent-
A
	Good-
B
	Satisfactory-
C
	Below expectations
D

	Rationale and Research Questions

(10)
	Proposal begins with an introduction that with a clear rationale, research questions and explanation of need for research.
	Proposal begins with an introduction that describes the research topic, some rationale and research questions with explanation of need for research
	Proposal begins with a description of the research topic, no clear rationale but does include basic research questions. May not address need for research.
	Proposal begins with a vague introduction to the research topic of interest, no clear rationale, and does not include relevant research questions nor explanation of need for research. 

	Literature Review

Points earned:

(30)
	Student provides a well-organized and detailed literature review that includes research and/or theoretical works related to the research topic and research questions. There is a clear relationship between the literature review and the proposed research.  
	Student provides a literature review that includes relevant research studies related to their research topic.  The literature review includes most of the relevant research but may not address theoretical or methodological issues in this topic area.
	Student provides a summary of research related to their topic but does not demonstrate an understanding of the literature and did not connect the sources to their proposed study. The literature review does not include major contributions, theoretical or methodological related to their research topic.
	Student provides a vague, undeveloped summary and/or a collection of sources rather than a coherent literature review.  The discussion of sources does not demonstrate an understanding of the relevant research that they did cite.  There are no connections between sources and research questions.

	
Methods and Data Collection Plan:


Points earned:


(30)
	Student describes the research method they chose with an explanation of how that method would best answer their research questions.  The student includes a detailed plan and/or sample instrument and if appropriate, results of pre-testing or initial data collection. 
	Student describes the research method they chose and explains their choice of method. The student includes a research plan and/or the proposed instrument.  May not have conducted pre-testing of initial data collection for finalizing their method.
	Student describes their choice of method but does not provide a clear rationale for the chosen method.  There is a brief research plan but it does not provide enough detail about how the study would be conducted and/or a missing of undeveloped research instrument.
	Student provides a vague description of their chosen research method, without explaining its appropriateness for the research questions.  The research plan, if any, is undeveloped and gives few details for what they plan to do to conduct research and no research instruments.

	
Potential Contributions

(10)
	The student concludes the research proposal by identifying potential contributions to the literature in their area of study and makes explicit connections to their literature review. 
	Student concludes the research proposal by summarizing their project and describes potential contributions. 
	Student concludes the research proposal by summarizing their proposal without identifying potential contributions.
	Student does not address potential contributions and does not demonstrate an understanding of how their proposed research connects to the literature.

	Technical Aspects of Paper

Points earned:


(10)
	Paper is well-written, organized, typed, double-spaced with standard margins.  The paper is generally free of spelling and grammar errors.
	Paper is well-organized, typed, double-spaced with standard margins.  May have some spelling and grammar errors.
	Paper may have issues with writing and organization.  It is typed, double-spaced with standard margins.  Paper contains higher than average number of errors.
	Paper has issues with writing and organization. Paper is typed, but with non-standard spacing, margins, etc.  Paper contains many grammar and/or spelling errors throughout.

	Draft
Submission
(10)

	
	
	
	



Comments: 


College Information:
BMCC Class Participation Policy
Participation in the academic activity of each course is a significant component of the learning process and plays a major role in determining overall student academic achievement. Academic activities may include, but are not limited to, attending class, submitting assignments, engaging in in-class or online activities, taking exams, and/or participating in group work. Each instructor has the right to establish their own class participation policy, and it is each student’s responsibility to be familiar with and follow the participation policies for each course.

BMCC is committed to the health and well‐being of all students. It is common for everyone to seek assistance at some point in their life, and there are free and confidential services on campus that can help. 
Advocacy and Resource Center https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/student-affairs/arc/, room S230, 212‐220‐8195, arc@bmcc.cuny.edu. Students can receive assistance to address barriers affecting their abilities to succeed in college. The Advocacy and Resource Center (formerly Single Stop) offers services that include food assistance, finance consultation, health insurance and other services that may address challenges students experience. All of the services that are offered at the Center are FREE! Assistance is also available through the Office of Student Affairs, S350, 212‐220‐8130, studentaffairs@bmcc.cuny.edu. 
Counseling Center www.bmcc.cuny.edu/counseling, room S343, 212‐220‐8140, counselingcenter@bmcc.cuny.edu. Counselors assist students in addressing psychological and adjustment issues (i.e., depression, anxiety, and relationships) and can help with stress, time management and more. Counselors are available for walk‐in visits. 
Office of Compliance and Diversity https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/about-bmcc/compliance-diversity,  room S701, 212-220-1236. BMCC is committed to promoting a diverse and inclusive learning environment free of unlawful discrimination/harassment, including sexual harassment, where all students are treated fairly. For information about BMCC's policies and resources, or to request additional assistance in this area, please visit or call the office, or email olevy@bmcc.cuny.edu, or twade@bmcc.cuny.edu. If you need immediate assistance, please contact BMCC Public Safety at 212-220-8080. 
Office of Accessibility www.bmcc.cuny.edu/accessibility, room N360 (accessible entrance: 77 Harrison Street), 212-220-8180, accessibility@bmcc.cuny.edu. This office collaborates with students who have documented disabilities, to coordinate support services, reasonable accommodations, and programs that enable equal access to education and college life. To request an accommodation due to a documented disability, please visit, call the office or email. 
BMCC Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Statement
Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s ideas, words or artistic, scientific, or technical work as one’s own creation. Using the idea or work of another is permissible only when the original author is identified. Paraphrasing and summarizing, as well as direct quotations, require citations to the original source. Plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional. Lack of dishonest intent does not necessarily absolve a student of responsibility for plagiarism. Students who are unsure how and when to provide documentation are advised to consult with their instructors. The library has guides designed to help students to appropriately identify a cited work. The full policy can be found on BMCC’s Web site, www.bmcc.cuny.edu. For further information on integrity and behavior, please consult the college bulletin (also available online)
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