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Pol 220: Urban Politics


Course Description: This course explores the politics of cities, with special emphasis on New York City and with attention to institutions and organizations active in urban politics, urban public policy issues, and interactions between cities and other levels of government. Themes may include the roots of urban public life, the historical development and importance of cities, and current challenges to urban communities.

Basic Skills and Prerequisites:
1. Advanced reading comprehension.
2. College-level writing.
3. Ability to use Blackboard to participate in an online class.
4. Etiquette online. Be respectful of your peers!
5. There are no course prerequisites for this class.  

Course Outcomes:
	Students who successfully complete this course should be able to:
	Measurement

	Understand the role of cities in federalism as well as how cities are shaped by local policies and policy stakeholders.
	A draft and final paper. 

	Critically evaluate the political development of institutions in New York City.
	Writing assignments that require students to summarize the work of others and share their own impressions of hands-on-learning experiences provided throughout the semester. 

	Demonstrate an understanding of the intersections of gender, race, and other social categories and their importance to city politics. 
	Writing assignments that require students to summarize the work of others and share their own impressions of hands-on-learning experiences provided throughout the semester.

	This course will cover the following Writing Intensive course goals: 
	The Writing Intensive Course goals will be assessed by: 

	Students will be able to complete formal writing assignments totaling at least 10-12 pages in length that have gone through a revision process 
	A worksheet to be completed during a draft paper peer review session in class. The quality of improvements to a final paper based on professor comments on a draft paper, peer review, and in-class exercises. 

	Students will be able to generate pieces of informal writing in response to a variety of prompts, concepts, situations, or reading assignments. 
	Low-stakes free writing in response to topics discussed in class and guest speakers. 



What Makes This Course Writing Intensive? This is a Writing Intensive course that fulfills the WI requirement for graduation. Writing intensive courses pay special attention to developing critical reading, writing, and analytic skills to prepare students for college-level coursework in general. Both informal and formal writing will be designed to maximize your understanding of the subject matter. Formal writing assignments, at least 10-12 pages in total, account for a significant portion of your grade and will include opportunities for revision. 

College Outcomes:
Below are the college’s general education learning outcomes that will be covered and assessed in this course.
	General Education Learning Outcomes 
	Measurement 

	Social and Behavioral Sciences: Students will be able to apply the concepts and methods of the social sciences.
	 Short informal and formal writing assignments

	Values: Students will be able to make informed choices based on an understanding of personal values, human diversity, multicultural awareness and social responsibility.
	Virtual classroom discussion, paper review with professor, and formal writing assignments.


Class Participation:
Participation in the academic activity of each course is a significant component of the learning process and plays a major role in determining overall student academic achievement. Academic activities may include, but are not limited to, attending class, submitting assignments, engaging in in-class or online activities, taking exams, and/or participating in group work. Each instructor has the right to establish their own class participation policy, and it is each student’s responsibility to be familiar with and follow the participation policies for each course.
Life:
BMCC is committed to the health and well‐being of all students. It is common for everyone to seek assistance at some point in their life, and there are free and confidential services on campus that can help.
Advocacy and Resource Center https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/student-affairs/arc/, room S230, 212‐220‐8195, arc@bmcc.cuny.edu. Students can receive assistance to address barriers affecting their abilities to succeed in college. The Advocacy and Resource Center offers services that include food assistance, finance consultation, health insurance and other services that may address challenges students experience. All of the services that are offered at the Center are FREE! Assistance is also available through the Office of Student Affairs, S350, 212‐220‐8130, studentaffairs@bmcc.cuny.edu.
Counseling Center www.bmcc.cuny.edu/counseling, room S343, 212‐220‐8140, counselingcenter@bmcc.cuny.edu. Counselors assist students in addressing psychological and adjustment issues (i.e., depression, anxiety, and relationships) and can help with stress, time management and more. Counselors are available for walk‐in visits.
Office of Compliance and Diversity https://www.bmcc.cuny.edu/about-bmcc/compliance-diversity, room S701, 212-220-1236. BMCC is committed to promoting a diverse and inclusive learning environment free of unlawful discrimination/harassment, including sexual harassment, where all students are treated fairly. For information about BMCC's policies and resources, or to request additional assistance in this area, please visit or call the office, or email olevy@bmcc.cuny.edu, or twade@bmcc.cuny.edu. If you need immediate assistance, please contact BMCC Public Safety at 212-220-8080.
Office of Accessibility www.bmcc.cuny.edu/accessibility, room N360 (accessible entrance: 77 Harrison Street), 212-220-8180, accessibility@bmcc.cuny.edu. This office collaborates with students who have documented disabilities, to coordinate support services, reasonable accommodations, and programs that enable equal access to education and college life. To request an accommodation due to a documented disability, please visit, call the office or email.
BMCC Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Statement: 
Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s ideas, words or artistic, scientific, or technical work as one’s own creation. Using the idea or work of another is permissible only when the original author is identified. Paraphrasing and summarizing, as well as direct quotations, require citations to the original source. Plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional. Lack of dishonest intent does not necessarily absolve a student of responsibility for plagiarism. Students who are unsure how and when to provide documentation are advised to consult with their instructors. The library has guides designed to help students to appropriately identify a cited work. The full policy can be found on BMCC’s Web site, www.bmcc.cuny.edu. For further information on integrity and behavior, please consult the college bulletin (also available online).
Required Textbook: None. I will post all readings to Blackboard.

Assignments:
Two readings responses, one page each: 10% each for a total of 20%
One-page guest speaker response: 10%
Discussion Board Posts: 20%

Assignments Related to Course Paper:
Three-Page Draft paper: 15%
Video conference paper review with professor: 10%
Five-Page Final paper: 25%

Assignments Detail:
1. Two readings responses: one page each – identify the main argument or main points; what evidence does the author give to support his or her argument. Identify one thing you agree with, one thing you object to, and one thing that confuses you. Explain. Be prepared to talk to the class about your reading response. Submit these responses via the assignments tab during the week they are due. You MUST submit prior to class. You do NOT need to post to the Blackboard discussions if you are doing a reading response.

2. Write a one page response to one of the guest speakers. What do City Council members do (or what does the guest speaker you selected do)? How do they contribute to public policy in New York City? How do they contribute to people like you? Do they create change in the City? What would you do if you were had their job? 

3. Discussion Board Posts: In this course, you are required to participate in a Weekly Discussion. Each week, I will be posting a question to the class that expands upon the week’s readings. You must make a forum statement (that replies to a question I have posed for that week.

Assignments Related to Course Paper Detail:
4. Paper Review with Professor 

5. Draft paper: see rubric below.

6. Final paper: When writing your draft and final paper, use the rubric below. 
	CRITERIA & VALUE OUT OF 100
	To Write an Excellent Paper do the Following:
	To Write a Good Paper do the Following:  
	To Write an Average Paper do the Following: 
	A Paper like This Needs Improvement: 

	Mechanics
10%
	Paper has no spelling or grammatical errors.
	Paper has less than five spelling and grammatical errors. 
	Paper has more than five but less than ten spelling errors. Grammar and sentence structure needs work. 
	Paper has many errors; later edits should focus on sentence structure, spelling and grammar. 

	Introduction
20%
	Clear opening paragraph that tells the reader what you will talk about. Contains a clear, concise thesis statement. Doesn’t write for the professor; is accessible to any reader. 
	Opening paragraph tells the reader what the paper will talk about but needs work on clarity. Contains a thesis statement. Doesn’t write for the professor; is accessible to any reader.
	Opening paragraph needs more clarity. Contains a statement that may be considered the thesis statement. 
	Paper lacks a thesis statement and an introductory paragraph that tells the reader what you will talk about. Focus on creating a defensible thesis statement. 

	Supporting Statements; Sources
30%
	Two or more thesis-supporting points. Two or more outside sources. Outside sources can be journal articles, respected non-partisan news reports, or think pieces/ opinion pieces (op eds) but if the author is sharing an opinion or has a political point of view you must recognize this in your paper. Do not state opinions as fact.  
	Two or more thesis-supporting points explained in paragraphs.
At least one outside source. Work on understanding the point of view of outside sources.  
	Two or more thesis-supporting points but no outside sources. 
	Paragraphs do not relate to the thesis. Outside sources are not used or are not related to the thesis. Opinions are stated as fact. 

	Supporting Details and Conclusion
20%
	Supporting details are accurate. The paper has an obvious conclusion that sums up your key points and your thesis. The conclusion summarizes your analysis not someone else’s thoughts. 

	Supporting details are accurate. The paper has an obvious conclusion, but the summary of your thesis needs work.  
	Supporting details are accurate but the paper lacks a conclusion. 
	Supporting details are not accurate. The paper does not have a conclusion. 

	Length and Organization
10%
	Paper meets length requirement. 12-point font; one inch margins. Paper is logically organized and sequenced.
Content flows from one sentence/paragraph to the next.
	Paper meets length requirement, but some sections are not logically ordered. 

	Paper meets length requirements, but the content is not logically sequenced. Content does not flow. 
	Paper does not meet length requirements and is not logically organized. (Content does not flow from one sentence to the next.) 

	Citations
10%
	A works cited page with no errors using MLA or APA format.  See me, the librarian, or this website:  https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ for help.
	Includes a works cited page with some formatting errors.
	A works cited page that is not properly formatted. 
	No works cited page.




Course Schedule and Assignments Due
Day 1: Friday, January 29th
Introduction to Class
Reading: What is a City? (on Blackboard) 

Day 2: Friday, February 5th
Federalism and the Two New Yorks 
Reading Part 1: Chapter 3 of American Government: “Federalism” (on Blackboard)
Reading Part 2: Chapter 3 of NYC Politics: “The State and the City” (on Blackboard)  

Friday, February 12th – No Class Lincoln’s Birthday Observed 

Day 3: Friday, February 19th
The Industrial Revolution and the Development of Machine Politics 
Reading Part 1: Evolution and Transformation: The American Industrial Metropolis (on Blackboard)
Reading Part 2: The Legacy of Boss Tweed on Tammany Hall (on Blackboard) 
Reading Part 3:  Chapter 3 of City Politics: “Party Machines and Immigrants” (on Blackboard) – Diego 

Day 4: Friday, February 26th
The Progressive Movement and the Decline of Machine Politics
Reading Part 1: Chapter 4 of City Politics: “The Reform Crusades” (on Blackboard) - Boomer
Reading Part 2: The Progressive Movement: http://www.eagleton.rutgers.edu/programs/egov/ap_progressive.php (this cannot be selected for a student-led reading)

In-class: Brainstorming for Paper: Thesis selection and beginning to outline

Day 5: Friday, March 5th
Meeting with a Council Member - Teiryn
Reading: https://council.nyc.gov/ Go to the NYC Council website. Browse the website and find your council member. Meet at 11:00am at City Hall. Please be on time. 

Day 6: Friday, March 12th
The Color Line
Reading Part 1: The Negro Problems of Philadelphia, the Questions of Earning a Living and Color Prejudice (on Blackboard) 
Reading Part 2: Redlining: How one racist, Depression-era policy still shapes New York real estate (on Blackboard) – Jackson; Faviola
Reading Part 3: The Moynihan Report: An Annotated Edition (on Blackboard)

Day 7: Friday, March 19th
Social Problems and Public Policy in New York City 
Reading Part 1: Chapter 8 of City Politics: “Federal Programs and the Divisive Politics of Race” (on Blackboard)
Reading Part 2: The Code of the Street (on Blackboard) – Jackson 
Reading Part 3: Broken Windows Policing:  https://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/18/nyregion/the-dark-side-of-broken-windows-policing.html

Assignment: Draft Paper Due 

Day 8: Friday, March 26th
Immigrants Remake New York City
Reading Part 1: Chapter 1 of E Pluribus Unum?: Contemporary and Historical Perspectives on Immigrant Political Incorporation (on Blackboard) – Benedicta 
Reading Part 2: DACA and the Supreme Court: https://www.vox.com/2019/11/11/20954114/3-ways-supreme-court-daca-dreamers-trump

Draft paper returned during the week; review of common errors + ARMS v CUPS; second half of class structured review with professor using Zoom video conference. 

Friday, April 2nd – No Class Spring Break!

Day 9: Friday, April 9th
The Mayor and the Other Guys
Reading Part 1: Chapter 7 of NYC Politics (on Blackboard)
Reading Part 2: Chapter 8 of NYC Politics (on Blackboard)
Reading Part 3: Why Does New York State Control the Subway: That’s the 20-Cent Question NY Times: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/18/nyregion/mta-subway-cuomo.html – Dipto; Diego 

Day 10: Friday, April 16th
Power and Wealth in New York City 
Reading Part 1: Selections from The Givers (on Blackboard)
Reading Part 2: Gap Between Manhattan’s Rich and Poor Is Greatest in U.S., Census Finds: https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/18/nyregion/gap-between-manhattans-rich-and-poor-is-greatest-in-us-census-finds.html - Teiryn; Faviola; Dipto

Day 11: Friday, April 23rd
Interest Groups 
Reading Part 1: Chapter 4 of Governing New York State: “Interest Groups and Lobbying” (on Blackboard) – Benedicta
Reading Part 2: About Reggie Thomas: https://commercialobserver.com/2019/01/the-new-guys-paimaan-lodhi-and-reggie-thomas-on-taking-over-rebnys-data-division/ - 

Day 12: Friday, April 30th
Interest Groups Continued; Political Parties and the Grassroots – Infiltrating the System 
Reading Part 1: Chapter 3 of Governing New York State: “Political Parties and Elections” (on Blackboard)
Reading Part 2: How Party Bosses Not Voters Pick Candidates in New York:  https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/18/nyregion/new-york-politics-party-bosses.html

Day 13: Friday, May 7th
Running for Office 
Reading Part 1: How to Run for City Council (on Blackboard) – Boomer 
Reading Part 2: A Nice Night for Attending a Fundraiser (on Blackboard)
Reading Part 3: A Woman’s Work is Never Done (on Blackboard)

Day 14: Friday, May 14th 
Discussion of final papers. 
Assignment: Final Paper due to me by May 17th. Blackboard submission via Turnitin under the assignments tab.  
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